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libraries I have been intimate with a learned Chinese
who had passed the great examination of Pekrn, and
I am confident that, though quite a young man, his
memory contained ten times as much as any European
I ever met. There are Jews living who can repeat
by heart from any given word the whole of the
Talmud, which is almost a library in itself I am
indebted to Mr. T. C. HORSFGRD of Manchester for a
well authenticated instance of memory in a Hindoo,
which shows in a striking manner the degree to which
memory by ear may be cultivated. This man, who did
not understand English at all, having had fifty lines
of " Paradise Lost" read to him, repeated it accurately,
and then rehearsed it backwards It is very remark-
able that in all European education children are set
at hard intellectual tasks, on the theory that memory
already exists, instead of giving them the proper
training to create it. It is just as if children should
be set at physical labour far beyond their power, on
tlife theory that strength will come at once.

There are a few old people yet living in the High-
lands of Scotland who can repeat thousands of verses
of Gaelic poetry. I myself, in collecting the legends
of the Algonquin Indians, have been amazed at the
incredible masses of tradition which these Indians had
retained, word by word, sometimes for sixty or seventy
years. Among the ancestors of the Scotch, as among
the early Scandinavians and Teutons, not only were
long epics and thousands of ballads preserved by the
"bards, but with them all the legends, history, and
business affairs of their tribes. There were among
the Icelanders very learned lawyers, as I gather from
the Saga of the Bwrwk Njatt, Their courts and legal